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Jan Silberberger

Referencing in
Architectural Design'

Judgingfromthebroadethnographicstudy which Helmersen
and I conducted (see the introduction to this volume), it
seems safe to say that every architect with a higher educa-
tion must be familiar with the practice of drawing on the
works of others—either to obtain clues for further develop-
ing or rethinking a project, to guide pending decisions, or
to substantiate decisions taken. As Jadwiga Krupinska ex-
plains, when architects in the professional as well as aca-
demic sphere mention names of peers (historical as well as
contemporary), this is to be understood ‘as a specific way of
summarizing complex situations and ways to create and
think.’2 In this way, names of different architects (and/or
buildings) represent and imply ‘characteristic methods for
solving certain problems’.3

Strangely though, there is an apparent lack of scholar-
ship with respect to ‘referencing’ in architectural design. In
fact, there is only literature, mostly from the 1980s and
1990s, about so-called precedent studies.* The problem with
precedent studies (and much of the corresponding litera-
ture) is that they mostly analyse buildings devoid of their
‘context’. Not only do they often neglect the societal values,
aesthetic preferences, and the state of the art of technology
prevalent at the time the studied building had been con-
structed, they also typically refrain from analysing buildings
as solution approaches to specific problems. This disregard
for the conditions of the analysed buildings frequently

1 Jan Silberberger, ETH Zurich.

2 Jadwiga Krupinska, What an Architecture Student Should
Know (New York: Routledge, 2014), 83.

3 Krupinska, What an Architecture Student, 83 (see note 2).
4 See, e.g., Roger H. Clark and Michael Pause,

Precedents in Architecture (New York: Van Nostrand
Reinhold, 1996); Simon Unwin, Analysing Architecture
(London: Routledge, 1997).
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Studio Hild

Determine new type of use and identify suitable
reference building

Create a set of photomontages of reference and
building at hand

Utilize points of conflict for analyzing underlying
principles of construction

Deploy principles for adapting reference-implant

Studio Caruso

Analyze assigned reference regarding
methodological principles

Reenact reference to familiarize with and test
identified principles

Deploy reenactment for refining principles

Apply principles to problem at hand
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Research-Oriented Design Procedures

* Make Use of Existing Knowledge
* Consistently Push an Idea Along
* Enable Traceability, Allow for Verifiability

* Strive for Translating Tacit into Explicit Knowledge
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